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Literary Techniques- A Rose for Emily
Name

Institution
Introduction

William Faulkner’s, “A Rose for Emily” employs different literary techniques to portray the theme of the story. He uses them to express the mystery that the main character Miss Emily is in and how society reacts towards her condition. The prominent theme in the story is death. The different techniques are discussed below
Setting

The setting of the short story is in the southern town of Jefferson during the late 1800's to early 1900's.  The people in that town are part and parcel of Emily's life. They are concerned about her life more than she does. It has been used to portray the theme of loneliness and mystery. For example, "knocked at the door through which no visitor had passed since she ceased giving china-painting lessons eight or ten years earlier." That shows how no one knows what's going on at Emily's house.

Point of View
The first person point of view has been employed in this story. The author uses the plural "we" In the story. The narrator is a resident of the city of Jefferson and brings events as they uncover. This point of view creates a false impression of what Emily is. She goes insane, but the townspeople do not get it. However, this first-person point of view brings out the theme of reality versus illusion. Emily is in an illusion while in real sense she is running insane after her father's death.
Character

The author uses characterization to bring about the theme of death, isolation, and culture. The story begins as a fore-shadow of Miss Emily's death. Her father dies later; then she kills her boyfriend, Homer Barron. The townspeople are characterized as gossipers. They do not know what Miss Emily goes through, but still, they talk about everything concerning her. Mr. Grierson, Emily's father, portrays what can be called a patriarchal chauvinism. He used to chase all suitors who tried to woo Emily when she was younger.

Plot

The short is story starts with the death of the main character Emily Grierson in section one. People form the town attends her funeral at her home that had been abandoned for years. In section two the story goes to a time thirty years earlier when a stench is noticed from her house, only to notice that her father is dead. This plot well portrays the theme of death and isolation. In section four she buys poison just to use it to kill her boyfriend homer Barron.  The last section shows Emily's death plus a decaying body of her sweetheart. The theme of death and loneliness continues to manifest itself here. 

Imagery

After Emily's father's death, she becomes sick and spends most of the time at home.  The theme of loneliness is described in the imagery.  "When we saw her again her hair cut short, making her look like a girl, with a vague resemblance to those angels in colored church windows tragic and serene'" she was so much used to the father and so when he passes on she is fighting reality. When the story begins, Emily is compared to a monument to describe her importance in that town as a representation of what life used to be in the Old South before the war. "When Miss Emily Grierson died, our whole town went to her funeral: the men through a sort of respectful affection for a fallen monument…"  The description of her decay and that of the house are imagery used to show what goes on in Emily's life. The theme of death is well developed here.

Word choice

The diction used in the short story brings forth different themes. The theme of isolation is portrayed by the author's word choice. During her funeral, she is described as being “a tradition, a duty, and a care; a sort of hereditary obligation upon the town."  It expresses that was not only Emily in isolation but also the need the town seems to be concerned with her business. The theme of death is portrayed by Emily and her father's death. She is described as "she looked bloated, like a body long submerged in motionless water and of that pallid hue." This choice of word by the author signifies death. The theme of the decline of the old south after the civil war has been portrayed by when the stench from her house is obvious; judge Stevens refuses to allow her to be questioned asking, "…will you accuse a lady to her face of smelling bad?" 
Conclusion

The theme of death is prominent in the short story "A Rose for Emily." Apart from other helping themes like culture and tradition, the author has used several literary techniques to bring forth the themes. Point of view, word choice among other techniques have been used which have produced the themes in the very vivid way.
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